
 History 4783 -- History of Modern Mexico
Spring 2011

Dr. Kathryn Sloan      					Classroom: CHEM 144
Office: 508 Old Main       				10:30-11:20 MWF
575-5887 or ksloan@uark.edu			Office Hours: 10:00-11:00 T & TH
									& by appointment



Course Description: 
This course examines the history of modern Mexico but with a nod to its pre-Columbian and colonial roots. In fact, the stage of the course is set with an introduction to the major indigenous empire, the Mexica (Aztecs), its conquest by the Spanish, and the subsequent 300 years of European colonialism. Lectures will be drawn from political, social, and cultural history and include themes such as: conflict and accommodation, religious syncretism, revolution and reform, liberalism, foreign imperialism, national identity, and globalization.

Required Books:
1) Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 8th Edition, Oxford, 2007
2) Mariano Azuela, The Underdogs: A Novel of the Mexican Revolution, Penguin Classics, 2008
3) Gilbert M. Joseph and Timothy Henderson, eds., The Mexico Reader: History, Culture, Politics, Duke, 2006
4) Judith Adler Hellman, Mexican Lives, The New Press, 1994
5) Jeffrey Pilcher, Que vivan los tamales: Food and the Making of Mexican Identity, New Mexico, 1998
Other readings as provided by professor and posted on blackboard

Class Design:
Even though this course is relatively large at 35+ students, I will make every attempt to have class discussion and participation. Frankly, who wants me to be a talking head at the front of the class? To that goal, Fridays will be discussion days. I will present lectures on Mexican history on Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays will be our chance to discuss what we have learned and read for the week. I also ask students to pay attention to current news about Mexico and we will attempt to historicize and discuss current news with a critical eye. 

In order for class discussions to be successful, students must keep up with the week’s readings. Your job as a student in the class is to read all assignments for the week before Friday’s discussion. You will receive credit for attending class but mostly for showing that you are engaged with the readings and topic of the week. I want you to voluntarily contribute to class discussion but know that I am likely to call on people too. 

Assignments and Evaluation Structure:
Evaluation Standards
Besides considerable reading and discussion, the course requires several writing assignments and a research project. Written work will be evaluated on the following criteria: 1) use of relevant class material (evidence); 2) expression of ideas in a clear, concise, and engaging prose (style); and 3) development of an argument or point of view that is pertinent to the issue at 
hand and has breadth, coherence, and insight (interpretation).

A – excellent in all three areas. Offers an insightful argument based on solid,
        ample evidence
B – good. Strong in all three areas or notable strengths in one balanced by
         weaknesses in another
C – average. Adequate performance in one or more areas offset by serious weakness
         in others that leaves presentation fragmented, unclear, or narrow
D – poor. Notable problems in all three areas. Remedial work needed to improve
        substantive understanding or basic communication
F – unacceptable. Serious flaws in all three areas. No evident engagement in assignment.

Assignments:

Map Quiz				25 
Essay One
Critical Film Essay
Essay Two
Final Project
Participation/Discussion


Class Policies:
Late and Missed Work
I do not accept late work or allow make-up work unless you have been hospitalized, suffered a death in the family, contracted the avian flu (stay at home!), or have been abducted by 
aliens (bring a note). If you genuinely have a conflict, attempt to make arrangements ahead of time. 

Plagiarism
The University of Arkansas strives to be a center of academic excellence.  As part of our Statement of Ethics, the University strives to preserve academic honor and integrity by repudiating all forms of academic and intellectual dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism and all other forms of academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and is subject to a disciplinary response. Students who are caught cheating or committing plagiarism may be given a failing grade in the course by the professor and may be subject to dismissal or further discipline. Plagiarism is often misunderstood.  It may be passing someone else’s work as your own, paraphrasing another’s argument without citation, or using someone else’s phrasing or analysis without giving them credit. If you are unsure what plagiarism is, please visit me in office hours.

Students who plagiarize will be reported to the Office of Academic Standards. 

Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent him/her from fully demonstrating his/her abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so we can discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate the educational opportunity.

Weekly Schedule:

Week One: January 19-21 	
Readings:	The Course of Mexican History, Chapters 1-5 
		Qué vivan los tamales, Introduction
	
	Wed:	Introduction to class, course expectations
	Fri:	Introduction to pre-Columbian Mexico—Early Civilizations (Toltec, 

Week Two: January 24-28		Mexico’s Pre-Columbian Heritage

Readings: 	The Mexico Reader, pp. 55-94
		Article on blackboard by Carrasco “Cosmic Jaws: We Eat the Gods and the Gods 				Eat Us”
		Qué vivan los tamales, Chapter 1

	Mon: 	The Rise of the Aztecs
	Wed: 	Aztec Society and Culture
	Fri:	Class Discussion (questions posted on blackboard)

Week Three: January 31-February 4	Invasions, Conquest, and Settlement

Readings:	The Course of Mexican History, Chapters 6-7 
		The Mexico Reader, pp. 95-121
		Qué vivan los tamales, Chapter 2

	Mon:	Spain on the Eve of Conquest
	Wed:	The Conquest of Mexico
	Fri:	Discussion

Week Four: February 7-11	New Spain: Economy, Labor, Administration

Readings:	The Course of Mexican History, Chapters 8-12
		The Mexico Reader, 122-168

	Mon: 	The Imperial System
	Wed:	Economy and Labor (Mining, Plantation, Domestic)
	Fri:	Discussion

Week Five: February 14-18 Weaknesses of Empire & the Move to Independence

Readings:	The Course of Mexican History, Chapters 13-14
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