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Course Description

When most people think about the Caribbean, they think of white sand beaches, blue seas, and reggae or calypso music. Indeed the Caribbean islands have been a playground for international tourists for the past century. Beyond tourism, others think of popular culture icons like singer Bob Marley or baseball player Alex Rodriguez. This colloquium is based on reading major historical works, student-led discussion, and research. In particular we will concentrate on comparative slavery systems in the Anglophone, Francophone, and Hispanic Caribbean. The Haitian Revolution also receives considerable attention. By the end of the semester, students should be able to discern the leading issues shaping the region since the colonial period, the key racial/political/economic/and cultural dimensions of this region, and finally, the impact of United States policies since the early 1900s when the US began to see the Caribbean as the “American Mediterranean.”

Required Books

Eric Williams, From Columbus to Castro: The History of the Caribbean 

Trevor Burnard, Mastery, Tyranny, & Desire: Thomas Thistlewood and His Slaves in the Anglo-Jamaican World
Barbara Bush, Slave Women in Caribbean Society
Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place
Laurent Dubois and John Garrigus, Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804. A brief history with documents

Articles as assigned in daily schedule.

Assignments

Attendance & Participation

100

Discussion Leadership

  
  50

Map Quiz



  20

Kincaid Essay



  50

Film Analysis



100

Reading Analyses (10)


100

Research Project            

150

Total




570

Attendance

Regular attendance is required and expected. I take attendance every class meeting. Missing class will negatively impact your participation and attendance grade. Even if you could not complete the reading, come to class.

Discussion

Students in this course are intellectual colleagues who come together to discuss and analyze specific readings and issues in Caribbean history. The purpose of class discussion is to animate our academic experience and for each of you to raise questions, propose interpretations, and to enter into a dialogue with each other and me over interesting aspects of Caribbean studies. Our forum is safe and accessible. Students should limit their comments and discussion to Caribbean history. In addition, reactions and analyses of readings and materials should be scholarly and thoughtful. Rarely are we profound in our comments -- so please don't wait for that moment of genius to participate in class discussion!! Remember class discussion can be a waste of our time if you are not engaged with the material, so strive to be prepared and thoughtful.

I will act as moderator in discussion sessions. If you are unable to complete the day's assignment, at least skim the contents to familiarize yourself with the themes and questions under study. Each student will be responsible for framing one class discussion. I will assign discussants early in the semester. As discussion leader, you will briefly frame the author's arguments, outline the significant issues raised by the reading(s) and/or art and film, and catalyze class discussion with a question (have 3-4 questions prepared in case the first one falls flat!) Do not summarize the readings in detail. Instead be provocative --- possible angles to address are: use of sources, historical interpretations, larger implications of the research and thesis, and confusing and/or compelling aspects of the work. What did you find most interesting? Most problematic? Be open-ended in how you frame questions -- the goal is to spark discussion.

Reading Analyses

Students will turn in TEN one-page, single-spaced essays that analyze the class period's reading assignment. There is no need to summarize the reading (because I have read it too). Instead these analyses ought to delve into the particular reading with an insightful question or problematic that the author addresses. You may relate the reading to previous assignments or simply address it on its own. Your approach ought to be scholarly, there is no room for emotional responses to the reading. Do not use the first person ("I") -- strive to be formal, but this does not mean that you cannot be creative. You must turn in five reading analyses before October 25, 2007.

Essays

There are two essays due for the class. The first is on Kincaid’s A Small Place and it is due the second week of class. The second essay will be based on an analysis of the film “Sugar Cane Alley” and relevant readings. An assignment guide will be provided in class.

Research Project

Students are responsible for a research paper of 10-15 pages. Primary and secondary sources are expected. Topics must be approved in advance. Students must utilize at least ten sources (including primary documents, journal articles, book chapters, photograph collections, and/or monographs). These papers will satisfy the Fulbright College senior writing assignment. I will also give students an option for an alternative research project. More information will be provided later.

Late and Missed Work

I do not accept late work or allow make-up work unless you have been hospitalized, suffered a death in the family, contracted the avian flu (stay at home!), or have been abducted by aliens (bring a note). If you genuinely have a conflict, attempt to make arrangements ahead of time.

Plagiarism

The University of Arkansas strives to be a center of academic excellence.  As part of our Statement of Ethics, the University strives to preserve academic honor and integrity by repudiating all forms of academic and intellectual dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism and all other forms of academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and is subject to a disciplinary response. Students who are caught cheating or committing plagiarism may be given a failing grade in the course by the professor and may be subject to dismissal or further discipline. Plagiarism is often misunderstood.  It can be defined as submitting someone else's work as your own.  It is not permissible to "cut and paste" and then just cite another's work.  In writing for homework or projects, you should read and learn, process through your mind, relate ideas, and then express what you learned in your own words.  Cite the references where you found your information.  If you do use someone else's words, you must use quotation marks and cite.  You should not overuse quotes -- save them for a rare occurrence. If you need help in learning how to cite the work of others see the Chicago Manual of Style.

Evaluation Standards

Besides considerable reading and discussion, the course requires several writing assignments and a research project. Written work will be evaluated on the following criteria: 1) use of relevant class material (evidence); 2) expression of ideas in a clear, concise, and engaging prose (style); and 3) development of an argument or point of view that is pertinent to the issue at hand and has breadth, coherence, and insight (interpretation). 

A – excellent in all three areas. Offers an insightful argument based on solid,

        ample evidence

B – good. Strong in all three areas or notable strengths in one balanced by

         weaknesses in another

C – average. Adequate performance in one or more areas offset by serious weakness

         in others that leaves presentation fragmented, unclear, or narrow

D – poor. Notable problems in all three areas. Remedial work needed to improve

        substantive understanding or basic communication

F – unacceptable. Serious flaws in all three areas. No evident engagement in assignment.

Students with disabilities that may impede the learning experience should talk to me at the beginning of the semester about any special arrangements needed for note taking, writing 

assignments, etc.

Inclement weather policy: If Fayetteville schools are closed, there will be no class. I will also email students in the morning of the day in question. 

Web sites of interest:

Caribbean History, National Archives






Narrative by Jamaican Slave
Routes to Roots, Caribbean Online
Caribbean views
Slave Resistance, a Caribbean Study
The Haitian Revolution
Yale University and its Slavery Legacy
The Atlantic Slave Trade, A Visual Record
Handbook of Latin American Studies online
World History Compass
Caribbean Studies Association
Daily Schedule:

Tues, Aug 21

Introduction to course expectations




Begin reading Kincaid (finish by Aug 28)
Background on Kincaid
Thurs, Aug 23

The Political Geography of the Pre-Hispanic Caribbean




Columbus's First Letter; History of Columbus's Travels
Tues, Aug 28

Settlements and Colonies




Discuss Kincaid, 3 page essay due at beginning of class
Kincaid Essay Assignment
Thur, Aug 30

Imperialism and Slavery




Williams, 111-155

Tues, Sept 4

Social Structure of the Plantation Society




Williams, 156-200

Thur, Sept 6

Mastery, Tyranny, & Desire, 1-68

Discussion Leaders: 
____________________________

Tues, Sept 11

Mastery, Tyranny, & Desire, 69-136




___   Phillips & Britain___________
Thur, Sept 13

Mastery, Tyranny, & Desire, 137-208



____________________________

Tues, Sept 18

Mastery, Tyranny, & Desire, 209-272



_____Melissa Beck_____________

Thur, Sept 20

Slave Women of the Caribbean, Intro-Ch. 2



_____Kearney-Ramos & Rothwell​​​__
Tues, Sept 25

Slave Women of the Caribbean, Ch. 3-4



_____Jessica Ferguson___________
Thur, Sept 27

Slave Women of the Caribbean, Ch. 5-6



____________________________

Tues, Oct 2

Slave Women of the Caribbean, Ch. 7-8



____________________________

Thur, Oct 4

NO CLASS, PROFESSOR AT CONFERENCE




Read at home, Williams, 201-254
Tues, Oct 9 

 Redrawing the Color Line in Pre-Revolutionary Haiti


______Chris White______________




Slave Revolution of the Caribbean, 7-46

Thur, Oct 11

Slave Revolution of the Caribbean, see page 200


______Tameshia Rudd-Ridge______




#1 (Docs 1, 11, 21, 26) & #3 (Docs 3 and 9)

Tues, Oct 16

Slave Revolution of the Caribbean, see page 200


______________________________




#4 (Docs 4, 5, 6, 8, 9) and #6 (Docs 3, 12, 13)




Thornton article

Thur, Oct 18

Slave Revolution of the Caribbean, see page 200


_______José López______________




#8 (Docs 18, 19, 20) and #10 (Docs 24, 27, 28, 29)

Tues, Oct 23

The Post-Revolution Caribbean, Emancipation



_______Boddington & Otto________




Williams, 255-327

Thus, Oct 25

Free labor, immigration, and sugar




_______Ely Feese _______________




Williams, 328-391

Tues, Oct 30

Film Viewing “Sugar Cane Alley” (Martinique)




Williams, 392-442

Thur, Nov 1

Film Viewing continued




Williams, 443-478
Tues, Nov 6

Black Magic and White Terror





______Megan Matty______________




The Haitian Massacre
Thur, Nov 8

Sport and National Identity in the Caribbean



______Stephanie Pierce____________




Cricket and Masculinity and Baseball in Cuba and National Identity
Tues, Nov 13

Film Essay Due at beginning of class




Castro and Castroism in the Caribbean




Williams, 479-515

Thur, Nov 15

Tourism in the Caribbean (presentation)



______Cox & Fourmy_____________




Readings to be provided later

Tues, Nov 20

NO CLASS
Thur, Nov 22

Thanksgiving

Tues, Nov 27

Film Viewing “The Harder They Come” (Jamaica)

Thur, Nov 29

Film viewing continued

Tues, Dec 4

Last day of class
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