History 5313 Reading Seminar in Latin American Social History
Fall 2008 Semester

Tuesdays, 3-5:50 pm – Old Main 319

Dr. Kathryn Sloan

508 Old Main, 575-5887

Office hours: 12:30-1:30 T and Th or by appt.

ksloan@uark.edu

This course is a graduate seminar in the study of race and ethnicity in modern Latin America. We will read several books and articles that will allow us to understand these categories as they intersect with local or regional history and the formation of the nation-state. We will analyze how race and/or ethnicity have been defined over time and across regions and ideologies and practices associated with these changing concepts. The semester will begin with some theoretical and conceptual readings on race. The bulk of the reading focus on studies of the transitional period (nineteenth-century) to understand how different regions experienced their integration into the nation-state and the construction of new hierarchies in the post-colonial era. 

Required Books 

Richard Graham, ed., The Idea of Race in Latin America, 1870-1940 (Texas, 1990)

Nancy Appelbaum, Anne S. McPherson, & Karin Rosenblatt, eds., Race and Nation in Modern 
Latin America (North Carolina, 2003)
Brooke Larson, The Trials of Nation-Making: Liberalism, Race, and Ethnicity in the Andes,


1810-1910

Nancy Appelbaum, Muddied Waters: Race, Region, and Local History (Duke, 2003)

Alexander Dawson, Indian and Nation in Revolutionary Mexico (Arizona, 2004)
Verena Martínez-Alier, Marriage, Class, and Colour in Nineteenth Century Cuba (Michigan, 
1989)
Ada Ferrer, Insurgent Cuba (North Carolina, 1999)

Greg Grandin, The Blood of Guatemala (Duke, 2000 )

Additional readings provided by professor—noted by ** in weekly schedule
Requirements
This course is a discussion-intensive seminar and your consistent and meaningful participation is important to its success and your final grade. Absences are not acceptable unless you discuss your situation with me before class. 

Each student will be responsible for introducing questions raised by the readings one week. Students will email their “Thesis and Questions” forms to me each week before class and write five 4-5 page essays that assess the questions raised by the reading(s) of the week. A 25-30 page historiographical essay based on 8-10 sources is due December 14, 2008 by 5:00 pm. Topics will be discussed with professor. See weekly schedule for deadlines.
ALL ESSAYS WILL BE EMAILED TO PROFESSOR—NO PAPER COPIES!!!
Grading Basis

Class participation and attendance
20%

100 pts
Presentation of readings

10%

  50
5 critical essays


30%

150 or 30 pts each
Final Essay



40%

200
Weekly Schedule

Aug 26
Introduction to course and instructor’s expectations


How have historians approached the history of Latin America?



Read: **Skidmore “Studying the History of Latin America: A Case of 



Hemispheric Convergence”
Sept 2

Theoretical Views of Race and Nation


Read: **Wolfe, “Land, Labor, Difference: Elementary Structures of Race,” 


& **Wade, “’Race’, Nature, Culture” & “Racial Identity and Nationalism: A 


Theoretical View from Latin America” & Graham, ed., Chapter 1, The Idea of 


Race in Latin America, 1870-1940 & McGuiness, “Searching for ‘Latin 



America’: Race and Sovereignty in the Americas in the 1850s” in Race and 


Nation in Modern Latin America & **Smith, “What is a Nation?”
Sept 9 

Historiographical Perspectives


**Mörner, “The History of Race Relations in Latin America;” &


**Chance, “On the Mexican Mestizo” & Graham, ed., The Idea of 




Race in Latin America, 1870-1940, Chapters 3-4 & Race and Nation in Modern 


Latin America, Forward and Introduction
Sept 16
The Andes


Chambers, “Little Middle Ground: The Instability of a Mestizo Identity in the 


Andes, Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries,” in Race and Nation in Modern 


Latin America, Chapter 1 & Larson, The Trials of Nation Making: Liberalism, 


Race, and Ethnicity in the Andes, 1810-1910
Sept 23
Sanders, “Belonging to the Great Granadan Family: Partisan Struggles and the 


Construction of Indigenous Identity and Politics in Southwestern Colombia, 1849-



1890” in Race and Nation in Modern Latin America & Appelbaum, Muddied 


Waters: Race, Region, and Local History in Colombia, 1846-1948

Sept 30
Mexico


Due: Essay theme or question 



Rénique, “Race, Region, and Nation: Sonora’s Anti-Chinese Racism and 



Mexico’s Postrevolutionary Nationalism, 1920s-1930s,” in Race and Nation in 


Modern Latin America & Stern, “From Mestizophilia to Biotypology: 



Racialization and Science in Mexico, 1920-1960,” in Race and Nation in Modern 


Latin America & **Aguilar-Rodríguez, “Cooking Modernity: Nutrition Policies, 


Class, and Gender in 1940s and 1950s Mexico City” 
Oct 7

Due: Preliminary Bibliography



Dawson, Indian and Nation in Revolutionary Mexico
Oct 14

Cuba


Martínez-Alier, Marriage, Class, and Colour in Nineteenth-Century Cuba: A 


Study of Racial Attitudes and Sexual Values in a Slave Society
Oct 21

Ferrer, Insurgent Cuba: Race, Nation, and Revolution, 1868-1898


Guerra, “From Revolution to Involution in the Early Cuban Republic:



Conflicts over Race, Class, and Nation, 1902-1906” in Race and Nation in 


Modern Latin America

Oct 28

Central America & Caribbean


Macpherson, “Imagining the Colonial Nation: Race, Gender, and Middle-Class



Politics in Belize, 1888-1898,” in Race and Nation in Modern Latin America & 


**Smith, “Race-Class-Gender Ideology in Guatemala: Modern and Anti-Modern 


Forms” & **Turits, “A World Destroyed, A Nation Imposed: The 1937 Haitian 


Massacre in the Dominican Republic”
Nov 4

Due: Final Bibliography



Grandin, The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation 
Nov 11

Brazil


Skidmore, “Racial Ideas and Social Policy in Brazil. 1870-1940,” in The Idea of 


Race in Latin America, 1870-1940  & Caulfield, “Interracial Courtship in the Rio 


de Janeiro Courts, 1918-1940,” & Weinstein, “Racializing Regional Difference: 


São Paulo versus Brazil, 1932,” in Race and Nation in Modern Latin America 

Nov 18

CATCH UP DAY? OR NO CLASS --- WORK ON PROJECTS
Nov 25

NO CLASS --- WORK ON PROJECTS
Dec 2

NO CLASS --- WORK ON PROJECTS
Dec 9

CLASS PRESENTATIONS 



Final Essay due December 14, 2008 by 5:00 pm
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