History 5313 Reading Seminar in Latin American Gender History
Spring 2010 Semester
Wednesdays, 2:30-5:20 pm – Old Main 412

Dr. Kathryn Sloan
508 Old Main, 575-5887
Office hours: 11:00-12:00 T and Th or by appt.
ksloan@uark.edu

This course is a graduate seminar in the study of gender in colonial and modern Latin America. We will survey recent historiographical and theoretical treatments of women and gender in Latin American history.  The course is arranged both topically and chronologically, from the colonial period through the twentieth century.  The schedule of readings compares women’s and men’s experiences to determine how gender roles have shaped the social and political history of Latin America.  We will read material that questions how gender is relevant for understanding Spanish colonialism, the development of republican citizenship after independence from Spain, and the evolution of “scientific” as well as normative ideas about race, class, and sexuality.

Required Books (also read Caulfield article before first session-hyperlink below)

Ann Twinam, Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America. (Stanford, CA.: Stanford University Press, 1999).
	ISBN 0804731489 pbk
Margaret Chowning, Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006). ISBN 0-19-518221-9 Paperback?
Kimberly Gauderman, Women’s Lives in Colonial Quito: Gender, Law, and Economy in Spanish America (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2009). ISBN 0292722230 pbk
Irene Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches: Gender Ideologies and Class in Inca and Colonial Peru (Princeton, 1987). ISBN 0691022585 pbk
Ann Farnsworth-Alvear, Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Duke University Press, 2000). ISBN 0822324970 pbk
Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun: Memoirs of a Basque Transvestite in the New World (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996). ISBN 0807070734pbk
William E. French and Katherine Elaine Bliss, eds., Gender, Sexuality, and Power in Latin America since Independence (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2007). ISBN 0742537439pbk
Peter Beattie, The Tribute of Blood: Army, Honor, Race, and Nation in Brazil, 1864-1945 (Duke University Press, 2001). ISBN 0822327430pbk
Marguerite Guzman Bouvard, Revolutionizing Motherhood: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1994). Now Rowman Littlefield? ISBN 0842024875
John D. French and Daniel James, eds., The Gendered World of Latin American Women Workers: From Household and Factory to the Union Hall and Ballot Box (Duke University Press, 1997). ISBN 0822319969
Kathleen Higgins, Licentious Liberty in a Brazilian Gold-Mining Region: Slavery, Gender, and Social Control in Eighteenth-Century Sabara, Minas Gerais (Pennsylvania University Press, 1999). ISBN 0-271-01911-5
Sarah C. Chambers, From Subjects to Citizens: Honor, Gender, and Politics in Arequipa, Peru, 1780-1854 (Penn State Press, 1999). ISBN 0271019026
Katherine Elaine Bliss, Compromised Positions: Prostitution, Public Health, and Gender Politics 
in Revolutionary Mexico City (Penn State Press, 2001). ISBN 0271021268

Course Requirements

Discussion. This course is a discussion-intensive seminar and your consistent and meaningful participation is important to its success and your final grade. Absences are not acceptable unless you discuss your situation with me before class. Please come to class fully prepared for each session. I expect students to be able to critically appraise the book on its merits and weaknesses. Every student ought to be able to describe the author’s arguments, methodology, sources, and its professed contribution to the historiography. 

Essays. Students will email three discussion questions to the professor by 2:00 pm every Wednesday. Students who fail to submit three discussion questions by 2:00 pm will be docked one letter grade on their critical essay for the week. In addition, students will email (by 2:30 Wednesday) a 3-4 page, double-spaced critical analysis of the week’s reading. Note that we have 13 sessions of readings therefore students may choose to skip one essay (not the January 20th session). NOTE: students are still responsible for reading the book and submitting discussion questions as outlined above. Students who have taken courses with me know that I appreciate good titles. All essays must have a title that is creative and representative of your major theme/argument. Do not hand in an essay with the title “Critical Essay 1” or “Review of Public Lives, Private Secrets”!! You will be shamed in class, heh heh.

In your essays, you will critique the reading for the particular week but I also expect you to think backwards to previous readings and incorporate them into your critique when appropriate. More about this in class.

ALL ESSAYS WILL BE EMAILED TO PROFESSOR—NO PAPER COPIES!!!

Some key questions to consider when reading:

· What point is the author trying to make in this article or essay? 
· What is he/she trying to contribute to our understanding of the past?
· What new idea or interpretation is the author trying to support or develop? 
· How does his/her interpretation compare with those of other historians?
· How has the author and the study or interpretation of this particular topic been influenced by some of the developments in historical study that have taken place in the twentieth century? 
· For example, how have the approaches offered by the Annales school, Postmodernism, Comparative history, Psycho-History, "Cross fertilization" from other disciplines?
· How have the interpretations of the topic changed over place and time? Why?
· Compare the way the authors approach their material. 
· How do they use evidence? 
· What kinds of arguments do they make? 
· What motivated their interpretations? 
· What kinds of evidence most impress them?
· Identify any social, economic, political and technological factors that influenced the historians.
· In what ways are their approaches to history similar? 
· In what ways, and why, do they diverge most significantly?

Grading Basis

Class participation 				  80		40%		
Analytical Essays	12 @ 10 pts each	120		60%
Total						200

Weekly Schedule

January 13		Introduction to course expectations
			Discuss Caulfield article (emailed to students in fall semester-linked here)

January 20	Joan W. Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” in The American Historical Review, Vol. 91, No. 5 (Dec. 1986), 1053-1075.
Introduction to French and Bliss edited collection
Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun
In your critical essay, concentrate on Caulfield, Scott, and the French/Bliss introduction. We will discuss Lieutenant Nun.

January 27		Irene Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches: Gender Ideologies and Class in
			Inca and Colonial Peru

February 3		Kimberly Gauderman, Women’s Lives in Colonial Quito: Gender, Law, 	
			And Economy in Spanish America

February 10	Ann Twinam, Public Lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, and Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America

February 17	Kathleen Higgins, Licentious Liberty in a Brazilian Gold-Mining Region:
	Slavery, Gender, and Social Control in Eighteenth-Century Sabara, Minas Gerais

February 24	Margaret Chowning, Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863

March 3	Sarah C. Chambers, From Subjects to Citizens: Honor, Gender, and Politics in Arequipa, 1780-1854

March 10	French and Bliss, eds., Gender, Sexuality, and Power in Latin America since Independence

March 17	Peter Beattie, The Tribute of Blood: Army, Honor, Race, and Nation in
	Brazil, 1864-1945

March 24	SPRING BREAK

March 31	Ann Farnsworth-Alvear, Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men
	and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment

April 7	NO CLASS—PROF AT CONFERENCE

April 14	French and James, eds., The Gendered World of Latin American Women
	Workers: From Household and Factory to the Union Hall and Ballot Box

April 21	Katherine Elaine Bliss, Compromised Positions: Prostitution, Public Health, and Gender Politics in Revolutionary Mexico City

April 28	Marguerite Guzman Bouvard, Revolutionizing Motherhood: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo
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